


WELCOME TO THE CREATIVE INDUSTRIES DIVISION AT THE COLLEGE MERTHYR TYDFIL  

    

 

Whether you are a student leaving school in 2014, or a prospective further or higher education 

learner, we offer a unique opportunity to study a range of relevant, up to the minute creative 

industries courses, all delivered at our modern and exciting state of the art learning campus and in 

the REDHOUSE (Old Town Hall/Hen Neuadd Y Dref) specialised creative industries centre. 

Our portfolio of courses offers something for everyone, with an extensive range of full time and part 

time courses, including six AS and A levels, 10 further education vocational courses and over 5 higher 

education programmes - all delivered by a highly qualified and dedicated teaching team.  

As Head of the Division, I am committed to providing a first class learning experience to all who 

study here. Our commitment to your learning experience, together with our award winning facilities, 

comprehensive course choices and excellent student support will ensure that you can achieve your 

maximum potential and successfully gain the qualifications you require to progress to further or 

higher education or employment.  

In addition, we offer a wide range of student enrichment activities and programmes, allowing all our 

learners to maximise their potential whilst at the same time contributing positively to the college 

and community life.   

We hope this guide provides you with some of the information that you require on the Creative 

Industries courses on offer at the college. If you do require any additional information please do not 

hesitate to contact Student Services on 0800 1693825.  

We look forward to welcoming you to study at The College Merthyr Tydfil in 2014.

Chris Ford, Head of Division  



10 REASONS TO CONSIDER STUDYING A CREATIVE INDUSTRIES COURSE AT THE COLLEGE 

MERTHYR TYDFIL  

 

¶ Study in our fantastic facilities at the newly refurbished Redhouse creative industries centre and the 

brand new college 

 

¶ Receive stimulating and challenging lessons from our team of highly qualified teachers, all committed 

to excellence  

 

¶ Study specific modules in creative industry working practice including work placements and practical 

projects with professional industry mentors 

 

¶ Gain a nationally recognised qualification at your local college 

 

¶ Gain regular contact with industry professionals 

 

¶ Participate in innovative work-based projects 

 

¶ Benefit from small tutor groups with fantastic pastoral and tutorial support 

 

¶ Receive excellent individual guidance and support  

 

¶ Receive high quality teaching and learning by industry practitioners 

 

¶ Participate in an extensive range of social and enrichment activities in partnership with local and 

national creative industries groups 

 

 

 
άL ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ 

facilitiesέ 
άLǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ƴŜǿ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ 

ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎέ 

άL ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ 

extra-curricula activities 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜέ 

άL ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

teachers are open and easy to 

communicate with when I need 

ƘŜƭǇέ 

Learner Voice Survey 2014 

Student Comments  

ά¢ƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ is available is 

excellent. The tutors are very 

approachable and teach you with 

ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘέ 

άI like that the college gives you the chance to be more 

ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘέ 

ά¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŦǳƭΣ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘŜέ 



CREATIVE INDUSTRIES COURSES ON OFFER  

 

¶ AS Art and Design  

¶ AS Drama and Theatre Studies 

¶ AS Film Studies  

¶ AS Media Studies  

¶ AS Music 

¶ AS Photography  

¶ BTEC level 2 Diploma in Art and Design  

¶ BTEC 90-credit Diploma in Art and Design 

¶ BTEC 90-credit Diploma in Performing Arts (Acting) 

¶ BTEC 90-credit Diploma in Music  

¶ BTEC 90-credit Diploma in Creative Media Production (Television and Film) 

¶ Foundation Degree in Creative Industries ς Photography  

¶ Foundation Degree in Art Practice  

¶ Foundation Degree in Creative Industries ς Film and Television  

¶ Foundation Degree in Creative Industries ς Performing Arts  

¶ Foundation Degree in Creative Industries ς Popular Music Technology  

 

 

 

 

 

PROVIDING YOU WITH A HEAD START! 

 

All of the above Foundation Degrees are provided in partnership  

with UHOVI (Universities Heads of the Valleys Institute), part of the 

University of South Wales, providing you with the opportunity to study at your local College Merthyr Tydfil  

and gain a qualification awarded by the University of South Wales. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

82% of The College Merthyr Tydfil students 

were satisfied with the quality of higher 

education teaching and support provided 

by the College Merthyr Tydfil  

 

National Student Survey, 2012 

 

 

http://www.southwales.ac.uk/


NEW FOR 2014 ENTRY! 

 

FOUNDATION DEGREE IN PERFORMING ARTS  

 

This  brand new two year programme will provide you with an opportunity to explore acting, dance and music 

as well as the use of technology in performance including: digital projection, computer composition and sound 

design. With strong links to employers in the creative industries, the course aims to provide you with an 

understanding and experience of work in the field of Performing Arts. At the end of the course you have the 

option to study at the University of South Wales ATRiuM to complete a BA Hons (guarantee of a place in Year 3 

if you pass your Foundation Degree) or move directly into a job in which you can use your performance and 

creative skills. The outstanding new facilities at REDHOUSE in Merthyr Tydfil Town Centre include: a new 

theatre and excellent rehearsal spaces http://www.redhousecymru.com 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY?  

Students will have the opportunity to develop skills in the creation of performance and explore the 

relationship between dance, drama and music. Students will have the opportunity to explore the three 

individual aspects and also to see how the world of the creative arts combines all three skills to make and 

perform in diverse and exciting performance. The course will provide students with the opportunity to:  

¶ Create pre-professional projects working with an Industrial Mentor from the Young Actor Studio at 

Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama 

¶ Undertake a Work Placement with Antic Theatre (Professional Theatre Company) 

There is also an opportunity to study appropriate research and study skills for the Performing Arts.  

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  

You will usually need two merits and a pass at BTEC level 3 in a relevant subject, or the equivalent at A level. If 

you are unsure as to whether you meet the entry requirements or have qualifications/experience other than 

those mentioned here, please contact us to discuss. Due to the practical nature of this course, all applicants 

will be asked to take part in an interview and workshop session. 

 

For further information on this new course, please contact: Andrew Thomas: a.thomas@merthyr.ac.uk                 

Tel: 01685 726161 

 

http://www.redhousecymru.com/
mailto:a.thomas@merthyr.ac.uk


STUDENT CASE STUDY 

 

!ƴŘǊŜǿ ²ŀƪŜƘŀƳ ƭŜŦǘ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ D/{9ΩǎΥ ƛƴ L¢ ŀƴd DT and was unsure about his future career. He 

then enrolled on the Level 2 Diploma in Art and Design at the College Merthyr along with the level 2 Welsh 

Baccalaureate. He gained a Distinction. Armed with the 

ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƻŦ р D/{9Ω{ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƭǳǘŎƘ ƻŦ ƪŜȅ ǎƪƛlls he then was 

able to progress onto a level 3 Extended Diploma in Art and 

Design. His final major project for this was completed with a 

photography slant. He gained a triple distinction for this 

qualification and decided to embark upon the Foundation 

Degree in Photography. 

Andrew says: 

 άLΩǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 

interaction, it has made me feel much more optimistic about 

a future career in the Creative Industries. I am looking 

forward to year twoέ 

Andrew also commented oƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƳƻŘǳƭŜǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ έPortraiture, experimental 

ŘŀǊƪǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ŀǊǘ ƻǊ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǎƭŀƴǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ 

interpret the module briefs, there is a lot of scope for Individual cǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅέ. 

The Foundation Degree has proven to be a course to aspire to for more practical learners who want to follow a 

vocational pathway. 

Andrew Wakeham won the annual student prize for creative arts and a prize for the best photograph in the 

Oriel Four (Gallery Four) end of year exhibition at the college. 

 

 


